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PART IV
THE PATTERN OF AGRICULTURE

Farms - Number and Size

The number of farms in Ferry County has steadily desreased since 1920 when
there ware 730 units, The latest Census of Agriculture (1559) counted 283 farms
in the county, This was 120 less than enumerated in 195k, However, the Census
dofinitlon of a farm in 1959 was more restrictive than in 195h4. In Ferry County,
the decrease in the number of farms vhich resulied from the change in farm defiw
nition was 26, accounting for 21,7 percent of the 120 difference noted between the
two Census years, In 1959, Ferry County ranked thirty~-fifth in the state in the
number of farms,

Although the number of farms has decreased since 1920, the trend in averige
sizo and in number of acres devoted to farmland in the county has been upward.
Consolidation of farm units as well as the addition of neww land has more than
doubled the average size of Ferry County farms since World War IX from L95 acres
in 19L5 to 1,053 acres in 1959, nd devoted to agriculture in Ferry County has
increased from 15,767 acres in 1900 tc nearly 300,000 acres in 1959, The overall
increass during the 60 year period, however, has not been steady as ferm acreage
dropped in the 1920%s as well as durlng World War.II. In 1959, farmlands repree

eented 21.2 percent of the total counly area, Also, Ferry ranksd twenty=-second
emong the 39 counties of Washington in land in farms in 1959,

Table 8, Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
Fexry County, 1900-1959

Avorare giga lm; . o« ~ , - .
ATSSS8S B89 4 Total County | Percent of
Year Total Farms | of farms in Area in Farms | County ares
in the County { the County (acres) in Farma
(acres)
1500 62 25h . . 15,767 . | . 1.1 _
1910 5%0 171 101,050 Te2 '
1920 730 : 223 4 162,88 ns . -
1925 602 236 142,557 10,1
1930 577 231 133,470 9¢5
1940 553 Lsh 251,137 17,9
1915 Bk | w8 | 229,0m1 | 16,3
1950 433 . 581 251,68l 17,9
IS5k 0 Lo3 ] 624 4. . 251,hT2- A8
1959 283 & 1,053 | | 298,247 21,2

o ' Source: U, 5. Census of Agriculture, o _ o
- In 1959, abofit L2 percent of the farms in Ferry County were over 500 acres
each, . Only ioh'percent were under 10 acres. The decrease in number of farms
between 1954 and 1959 -oceurred at-all levels of opeérations from those under 20 -
acreg to:those over SO0 acres. Farms under 10 acres numbered 18 in 195k wheress

only U were enumerated in 1959, This is indicative of the trend to consolidate
the smaller, less efficlent farms, particularly those under 10 acres, iuto larger
units, It should also be noted that part of the decréase in the number-of smail
farms resulted from the change in the 1959 Census definition of a farm.
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Figure 8, Numbar and Slze of Ferry Counby Farms, 19511 and 1959, -

Tyves of Farms

Livestock farms obther than poultry and dairy ominate Ferry County agricul-

turs Ancordine +n the Cenang of Aovri culture, these numbered 121. annanntine far
Wik Y §- ARl W LA e ll& HV W RANA W A b eI W e - e *v vl W s U’ Wb A B lwllwgl- “ uvvv‘l‘uhl‘a e

nearly half of all Ferry County farms in 1959, In 1954, 17k livestock farms were
counved waiehy in relation to the 1959 figure, represented a drop in number of 30
percent between these two, Census years. Next in numbers in 1959 were those con~

g9darad missallancans and ynalasgifiad farms which hotalad 1th N . Thi @« satacory
e A LA v St WA Fidals A NN Al s el B AN W VAR SRR WA R T W e L b gk el e e R LR Al Wi NN gl O Sdede b N WS R

included fayms: raising forest preducts,. horses;: colts and ponies. -Also included
were all-dnstitutional farms-and Indian Reservations, Other farm typss which were

very minor in number in 1959 included. 6: genefal: farms, 2 field crop farms and 1
dairy-farm.. The gensral.category inclided-those growlng field sesd crops; hay and
ailage-;zand-.;arma_ which. .rec.eived ceash;income; from t.hree or more sources and d:.d not
meds, the criteria for any one types There were no county fa.rms spesializing in

vegetables, pcnultry, fruit or nuts in 1959o :
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Table 90 Types of Farma, Ferry County, 1959

Estimated ailr;ﬁ:i’n
Type of Farms Number of the foemty
' e Remms I Mool
Total farms in COUNDY sosesccsocasvesvosssse 2L 100.0 { 100.0
Field OI‘O‘P fams CQGO0AGOs er0IRP200 22 00D DR PAS 2 - . OB
G&Sh"grain CO0OOIBALEQOENEPesoPORAGROPEING ‘ 2 8ﬁ8 ﬂa
Ofahe’:‘ field"crop FOOPOSNBNSEPENVOIOITIIERS - bauaed haind
vegetable fa.rma OHFOIB02000NCELIISRDISOIOOORIOG bk me e
Fruit“&ndﬂnut farms GDOCHIRBODODOPIGEIURAEDS Lt d Lot -~
Poult:y fa.rm& Q0RO PIQEBOEPRSITIEGORICEBRACISISISPL - 11‘,2 ‘
'Da.i:.‘y Farms GOBCBOUFeasNIENeeaceEosannsleesrss 1 ? . ob
Livesteck farms other than poultry and dairy 121 h3 2 h9,,6
Genural f&rmﬁ DOV asVQICIPCNOENQCOLIOOOCLEBDED 6 6
Miscellansous and uncleseified £arms .esseee 11h 3255 i hﬁaT

;/ The data are ostimates made fox all farms upon the basis of tabulation
of data for a sample of approximately cnae-fifth of 21l farymses These
estimates are subject to sampling errors and will not agree exactly .
with totals ebtalned by the tabuiation of data for all farms,

‘Source: U. S, Census. of Agriculturs,

Farm Residence and Operation

Perry County agricultiore is characterized by a large proportion of operators
residing on farms and dividing thelir labor bLetwaen agriculture and offfarm work,
Farviners find local seasonal emp;oymsn mainly in the forest industry, Other jobs
dre avallabls in mines and ab times in consiruction work, In 1959, about 65 per=
cent of the farm operators reported having werked off their farms, Almost L6
percent worked off their farms more than 100 days, . On an income basis, 55 percent
of the farm operators and their families gained more cash income from off-farm
work than they received frum farm products marketed Prom their o¥n farms during
the year. .

The majority of Ferry Oounty farmers live on the farms they operate, Farmers
living on the farms under their operation numbered 259 in 1959, Only 67 farmexs
reported not residing on farm operaﬁed,-

Farmland tilization

About L1 percent of the 298,247 acres of farmiand in Ferry County was used
only for pasture or grazing in 1959, This included noncrop, open or brush pasturs
and cut-over or deforested land that had been improved and used for pasture but

excluded woodland and cropland used for pasture, Woodland pastured was the second
largest ggricuitural acreage amounting to 111,221 acres or about 37 percent of
the totzl county land in fawrms, Woodlands nob pastired occupled about 8,7 percent
of the %olal farm area in 1959 by adding up to 25,974 acreso Over 200 farms re-
ported woodland pasture while those with farm woodland not pastured rumbered 77.
Cropland harvested amounted to 19,519 acres in 1959 which represented 6.5 percent
of the total farmland, Summerfallow and idle cropland covered 7,916 acres or 2.6
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percent of “he land in farms in 1959, .Abont 2.3 perecent of the 1959 county farm-
land was in cropland used for pasture only which totaled 6, 82}4 acres during that
year, Fipally, 2,903 or 1,0 percent of the farm acres were in home lots 3 roads;
and wasteland,

Ubilization of Farmland In Fer*y Gounty, 1959

Number of Farme -.283 Total Iand in Farms w 298,2h7 Acrea :

Cropland
Harvested

Cropland Féi-

Pagture Only - 64824 (243%)

Summrar?allew,

Idle Cropland | 7,916 (2,6%)

Woodland P S
Pastured |10 A1i22L (373K

Woodland 25,974 (8.7%)

Other Pasture 2 AL 5%

= ks

Other Land 2,903 {1.0%)
M o ;

i 2‘5 | 5[) b 100 1bs |
, , Aoree.ge (in thouaands) '

g S_o‘urc'e- U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1959.

‘Figure 7, Utilization of Faml:aqdf;_n_‘Ferry County, 1959,

Table 10 Value of Farm Tand and Buildings
Farry Coun‘:.y, 1900-3.959

) Cou@y EVerage Vaj.ues
Tear Per Farm { Per Acre
1900 $ 2,306 $17
1910 2,285 25
1920  hy390 | 20
1930 3,1;35 15
19501 11,173 | P20
19801 Ibyold- - | 23
1989) 27,795 | 2

Source: U, S, Genaus of Agmculturee



Farm Values

The value of farmlands and buildings in Ferry County has greatly increased
gince 1900, After reaching a high around 1920, valuations decreased during the
depression years of the 1930's, After 1940, average value of land and buildings
per farm increased more than sevenfold, golrg from about $3,913 to $27.795 in -
1959, Average velue land and btuildings per farm acre during the same twenty year
peiod rose from $9 to abous §2L, - The increase has resulted from the general
rise of real estate values in Washington accompanied by investments in new builde
ings; land clearing and farm improvements.,

Farm Tenure

Mos% farms in Ferry County are ocperated either on a full-owner or part-puner
basis and tenant and manager operated farms are not common, Full owner farms in
1959 conatituted 48,8 percent.of all county farms and contsinad 16,8 percent of
the farmland, The pumber of full-owner farms has been on the decline since the
1930's, In contrast, part-owner operations have become more popular in Ferry
County agriculture. On bhis, type of opecation, a portion of g farm is rented on
8 shave~crop or shars-profit basis, Periw~cwners accounted for 12,7 percent of all
farms in 1959 and they operated siout thres-fourths of the farmland,

Tenancy~<the renting and leasing of entire farms--has generally declined in

recent years, In 1959, the Census counted 23 farme operated on a tenant basis .
which accounted for only 5.L4 porcent of the county farmland acreage, During ths
pame’ year, only ons farm was operated by a manager-~an individual who manages

land for otherg atd is pald & wage or saiary for his services, ‘ o

- "_Table 11, . Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent of Farmsj
" by Tenure of Operator, Ferxy County, 1925-1959

C ea Nﬂm??” Full Owners | Part Owners. | lManagers Tenants . .
‘ ?.?'Ea;méw Numier | Percent | Number Percert | Number | Percent | Namber | Percent:
- 19257 602 "Ll5 | Thi0} 85 1.1 2 63 70 I 11,6
1930 577 451 | 78,2 | 55 9.5 I o7 67. .1 11,6
1935| 647 | Li6 | €8.9 | 61 9.4 | 2 2 | 139 | 25
19L0 553 369 |0 66,7 ) 76 | 137 -1 62 |- -507 9.0
1951 L6h 239 | 51,5 | 1 | 31,0 - O 0 107 23,1
1950| L33 | 251 | 58,0 | 133 | .30.7 1 02 W8 | 1.1
19541 403 |.-29h | L8.1 |- 147 3645 2 o5 | 60 1h.9
19597 2831 138 | L8.8 | 121 | k2.7 i- L

- Source: U, S, Cenpus. of Agriéﬁltufe;'

-------
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Iand In Farms, By Tenure Of Operator
Ferry County, 1959

Full Owxer

Part Owner [

Tenanis 15,266 543
Manageza - 1| 7,940 | ‘ 206
D i i i R | 7 f t { i
0 S0 100 150 200 250 0 20 40 60 80 100
’ Thousands of Acres ' -Percent -

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1959, 3

Figure 8, Iand in Farms, By Tenure of Cperator, Ferry County, 195%.

atigg

Irrigation has come to play a more important role in Ferry County agriculture
in recent years although it is still on a limited scale., According to the Census
of Agriculture, 1,389 acres were under irrigation in 1950 compared with 2,809
acres in 195h and 2,598 acres in 1559, - In 1959, the irrigabted acreage represented
nearly one percent of the county'!s total farmland, With a dry period during the
sumner, irrigstion becomes a valuable asset to feed crop growers and livestockmen,

Fazrms which reported having at least some irrigated land in 1959 numbered 56,
about 20 percent of all farms in Ferry County, Crops were harvested from 2,47k
acres of irrigated land on 53 farms during the year, The largest irrigated acre-
age in 1959 was devoted to alfalfs hay. .Other hays and small grain erops made up
most of the irrigated croplands other than those in alfalfa,

Table 12, Irrigated Farms: Nuwber and Acreage
Ferry Counbty, 1950y 1954 and 1959 :

Som 1959 1954 [1950

. Number of irrigated farme oc‘;ooo-'.o’... 56 T2 | 60
Land iI'rigated (acreS) arot‘acooiooooo','vot 2’598 2’809 1&389
- Irrigeted land in farms according to use:

Farns irriga‘bing CLOPE seavcesatnsesssy 53 70 20
Acros of crops 1rrigated ,eseeecesssses | 25070 | 2,697 | 1,3kk
Acrgs of other land ixrigated eeeesveres 124 112 45

E 13 -~

- Source: U, 8, Census of Agriculiure,
Most of the county!s irrigation is accomplished ty sprinkler systems with the
ming from surface sources located on the farms, Others utilize water from

g
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Farm Facilities

The capanity of the farmer to produce is significantly related to the items
of farm equipment and faclliiiez at his diesposal., Tractors, moter trucks and
automcbiles are found on majority of Ferry County farms. In 1959, about 82 perw
cent of the farms reported a total of 346 tracters, The number of farms with
attonobiles represented over 71 percent of tae total farms, Over 81 percent of
the farms also had motor %rucks in 2959. The imporiance of livestock and feed
cropé in the county is indicated by the relatively high frequency of hay and grain
harvesting machinery among the locsl farmers, Over 35 percent of the farms had
plck-up balers while nearly 31 percent had grein combines in 1959,

In recent years, there has been a great increase in the number of Ferry
County faims which enjoy the modern conveniences of telephones, home freezers and
other facilities, Farms with telephonss numbered only 24 in 1954 compared with
10h 4in 1959, Those with home freegers also increased in number during the same
period from 131 to 1Li,

Table 13, Specified Equipment and Facilifiies on Farms
Ferry County, 1959

= Percent of All
Facility or ercent o "
- Farms in County
Equipment Item Farms Using Equipped
Telephone #00C0C0C0PCOCS 10)-1 h206
Homo freezer Sseees0000 1’41 5?08
Nlilking machine YR EEY ) 8 ' 3&3
Electric milk cooler 2 ol
Power operated elevator,
cONVeyor or bLlower seo 38 1546
Grain comblnes ososcesecn 75 30€7
PiCk"up baler XXX EEE) 87 35Q6
Field forage harvester . 1 1145
Mot ortrucks cocesessecse 198 1.1
Tractors FeoeNv P VOILOIBO LD 201 826’4
Crawler tractors .os.. 33 13,5
Automdbiles FOseePONIDO D 17h 7103

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1959,
Farm Roads

Mach progress has been made in providing all-weather roads for farm families
in Ferry County. In 1959, about 30 percent of the county farms were located on
hard-surfaced roads, Nearly 36 percent of the farms were on improved roads
(gravel, shell or shale) and the remaining (3L percent) were on dirt roads in the
same year, About 62 percent of those farms which required traveling on dirt roads
in order to reach them were within 5 miles of a hard-surfaced rcad,
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Table 1L, Numbers of Farma, Land in Farms and Cropland
Harvested, by Size of rarm, Ferry County, 1959
""-é?iza I fTMp x Numbei' of F;;m 5 :,Land(;?z‘z‘:x)'ms Gropla?:hgzgested
. Uader 10 aores b o 1 | 8
' 107t5 L9 acres - gy 12 me | s
50 4o 69 acres 3l 9l
70 £0'99 acres’ | 1w P e | sk,
100 to. 139 scres | - 28 1 3em | . . 6
140 to 179 acres | 23 3,51 ol
180 to 219 seres | 16 | 3,17 TR
220 to 259 mcves - |- 15 |- 3.;5140, ' - 92e
260 to 499 acres : | 51 . —— 18,871 | — . 2,858 :
500 to 999 acres | RSy B 3h 448 ' ' 3,52] a .
1,000 or more acres | __?3_ | 230,186: __g,_}_g;. .
Total | . o83 298,2&7 . 19,519
| Sourc‘e~ U, S, Census of Agriculture, 19590 S



